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work has changed in character; but, since Madge was president
of trie Gleaners until now, some form of community service has
been done in Lee County through this agency, which she did not
create but which she did reanimate and direct into this channel.
Almost every summer from that day to this there has been some
intensive church work for the community in Lee County done
by the Gleaners from Lexington, working with the church people
and other Christian friends of the vicinage. Every year there has
been a little extension; a day has been spent at a dozen different
points in the county, establishing new contacts; the quilt industry
now reaches several counties, and weavers have been encouraged
to persist in their old-fashioned craft; a market has been created
for the beautiful mountain quilts; classes in home nursing have
alleviated pain and lessened sickness; ambitious young people
have been helped to get learning. The work goes on.

Madge kept the presidency of the Gleaners only a little while-
As so often happened, she kindled that fire and left others to tend
it while she went on to kindle new ones. It seems to me part of
her essential heroism. She never stayed for rewards. Other
people were warmed by her fires while she was in cold places start-
ing new ones.

The Gleaners have no regular meetings now. About ten people,
all of the reorganized group of 1899, simply give or secure work
or money enough to keep the work going and to meet opportunities
as they offer, always under the Bishop's direction.

The interesting thing about Madge's connection with the
Gleaners seems to me that it is an early example of the principle
that animated everything she did. That first bit of Christian
work in her little-girlhood was to help another child; then, to
help more children, sick ones in the memorial cot. Then, taking
the same agency, in her early womanhood, she enlarged its vision
and made it a vehicle for help to a small community. Then,
she went on into her widening field of service, until, before age
touched her, and with all her ardours undimmed, she was ready
for promotion into the country where God's work is more splen-
didly, because more fully, done.